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^1.  (C)  UNHCR  officials  were  caught  in  the  crossfire  of  a 
Revolutionary  Armed  Forces  of  Colombia  (FARC)  attack  on  a 
remote  village  in  southern  Putumayo  Department  near  the 
Ecuador  border  October  23-24.  UNHCR  reps  (none  of  whom  were 
injured)  were  participating  in  a joint  effort  with  the  GoC  to 
register  internally  displaced  persons  (IDPs)  and  other 
residents  for  national  identity  cards.  UNHCR  Resident 
Representative  Roberto  Meier  said  the  FARC  clearly  knew  UNHCR 
was  present  in  the  village  yet  launched  the  attack  that 
lasted  for  nearly  14  hours.  Meier  said  he  is  reevaluating 
UNHCR, s presence  in  Putumayo  Department  and  may  close  the 
office  there  and  stop  field  missions  to  the  area. 

1L2  . (U)  A UNHCR  field  rep,  volunteer,  driver  and  a 
representative  from  the  Colombian  Government, s national 
registry  office  traveled  to  a small  town  outside  of  San 
Miguel,  Putumayo  October  23  to  provide  national  identity 
cards  to  IDPs  and  other  residents.  Many  IDPs  have  lost  or 
never  had  national  identity  cards  that  are  required  to  apply 
for  GoC  assistance.  UNHCR  reps  notified  local  authorities  in 
advance  of  their  visit  by  fax  and  radio  (in  accordance  with 
established  security  procedures),  and  had  been  on  the  ground 
for  five  hours  before  the  FARC  attacked.  Seven  police  and 
two  civilians  were  killed,  and  nine  were  injured  in  the 
attack  that  lasted  from  1430  on  October  23  to  0400  on  October 
1[24.  The  police  station  and  over  20  houses  were  destroyed  as 
a result  of  the  gas  cylinder  bombs  launched  by  the  FARC.  The 
International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  (ICRC)  will  provide 
emergency  assistance  to  residents  affected  by  the  attacks. 

1[3 . (C)  Meier  said  the  FARC  knew  UNHCR  was  present  in  the  town 

yet  launched  the  attack  anyway.  The  FARC  has  crossed  a 
redline  with  UNHCR  and  Meier  will  reevaluate  UNHCR, s 
operations  and  field  missions  in  Putumayo  and  other  areas 
with  significant  FARC  presence.  The  attack  was  the  first 
serious  security  problem  the  UN  has  had  in  Colombia  since  the 
FARC  kidnaped  Meta  governor  Alan  Jara  who  was  riding  in  a UN 
vehicle  with  the  UN  Development  Program  director  and  other 
government  officials  in  July  2001. 
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